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The purpose of the Canada/US Co-operative Vessel Traffic Service (CVTS) is to 
provide for a cooperative system of vessel traffic management in the applicable waters 
in order to enhance safe and expeditious vessel traffic movement and to minimize risk 
of pollution of the marine environment. 

 
CVTS Advance Report Requirements  (APRIL 2003) 
All vessels over 300 GRT inbound to Canadian and US West Coast ports must file the 
following: 
If bound for a Canadian port: 
96, and 24 hour, CVTS Offshore Advance Reports. These reports will be sent directly 
to the Marine Communications and Traffic Services (MCTS) Regional Marine 
Information Centre (RMIC) via one of the methods listed below. The 96 hour report will 
use the same format and delivery process as the regular 24 hour CVTS Offshore 
Advance Report (IMO standard ship reporting system) [Resolution A.648 (16), 
MSC/WP6]. 
 

• Via e-mail: mctsrmic@attmail.com (no attachments) 
• Via e-mail: rmic-pacific@pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca  
• Via INMARSAT telex 04352586  "CGTC VAS VCR" 
• Via any Canadian Coast Guard MCTS Centre, free of charge;  
• Or directly to CVTS Offshore by FAX: 604-666-8453.  

 
If bound for a US port:  
A 96 hour Notice of Vessel Arrival must be filed in accordance with the 33 CFR 160, 
U.S. Federal Register Final Rule: February 28, 2003 (Volume 68, Number 40) Pages 
9537 – 9547 (http://www.nvmc.uscg.gov/Forms/33cfr160Feb28_Final.pdf ), directly to 
the U.S. Coast Guard National Vessel Movement Center via one of the following 
methods: 

• Via e-mail – SANS@NVMC.USCG.gov 
• Via phone 1-800-708-9823 
• Via fax 1-800-547-8724 
• Via (eNOA) application available a the NVMC website: 

http://www.nvmc.uscg.gov 
 
24 hour CVTS Offshore Advance Report.  
This will be the same 24 hour CVTS Offshore Advance Report used by the Canadian 
bound vessels, and sent via one of the methods listed below: 
 

• Via e-mail: mctsrmic@attmail.com (no attachments) 
• Via e-mail, rmic-pacific@pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca  
• Via INMARSAT telex 04352586 "CGTC VAS VCR" 
• Via any Canadian Coast Guard MCTS Centre, free of charge;  
• Or directly to CVTS Offshore by FAX: 604-666-8453.  

 



Required Format  IMO Standard Ship Reporting System [Resolution A.851 (20)] : 
ALPHA Vessel name, call-sign, flag, and IMO International Number (Lloyd's 

Register No.); if vessel does not have an assigned IMO international 
number, the official number of the vessel. 

 
BRAVO Current date and time (UTC - Coordinated Universal Time). 

 
CHARLIE Current position. 
 
ECHO True course. 
 
FOXTROT Speed in knots and tenths of knots. 
 
GOLF Port of Departure.  
 
HOTEL Date, time and point of entry into system. ETA (UTC) to Buoy "J" at the 

entrance to Juan de Fuca Strait (if applicable). 
 
INDIA Destination and ETA (UTC) to port or place of destination. 
 
OSCAR Maximum present static draught in meters. 
 
PAPA Cargo on board. 
If bound for a Canadian port: dangerous or pollutant cargo by name, UN#, or IMDG 
Code # if applicable. If bound for a U.S. port: name and UN# or IMDG Code # of 
certain dangerous cargoes as defined in 33 CFR 160.203 (The vessel must also 
report the items required in 33 CFR 160.211 (a)(1) through (a) (16) and (b) when 
applicable). 

 
QUEBEC  Any defects or deficiencies in hull, steering gear, propulsion machinery, 
navigation equipment, anchors or cables; required radio communications equipment; 
incomplete complement of officers and crew as required by flag state; or any other 
hazardous conditions. 
 
NOTE: 
By regulation, vessels 1600 GRT and more, bound for a U.S. or Canadian port are 
required to inspect and fully test their steering gear and main propulsion machinery, 
both ahead and astern, within 12 hours prior to entering the Strait of Juan de Fuca. 
 
When transiting on a West Coast approach to the entrance of the Strait of Juan de 
Fuca, vessels are strongly encouraged to conduct their pre-arrival tests in accordance 
with 33 CFR 164.25 before crossing longitude 125 25W.  
 
Vessels on a coastwise voyage not exceeding 25 miles from the entrance of the Strait 
of Juan de Fuca are encouraged to conduct their pre-arrival tests as far as practicable 
from shore and maintain radio contact with Tofino Traffic when changing direction of 
propulsion.   
 
If testing at sea must be delayed for safety reasons, then report this to CVTS and 
request permission to conduct the test in the open, but more protected waters of the 
Strait of Juan de Fuca before arriving at the pilot station.  



 
Do not test propulsion in the Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) or within 12 miles of the 
coastline unless you have permission from CVTS. Test farther from the coastline if 
onshore wind and sea conditions are severe, and there is no immediately available 
tug; coordinate with CVTS.  
 
SIERRA On scene weather, if severe. 
 
TANGO Ship’s representative and/or owner. 
 
UNIFORM     Ship size and type. 
 
XRAY         
 
1        Bound for a Canadian port, expiration date of: 

 International Oil Pollution Prevention/Certificate of Compliance; 
 International Noxious Liquid Substance/Certificate of Compliance; 
 Certificate of Fitness (Chemical tankers); 
 International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage 

Certificate of Insurance; 
 Indicate if a Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plan is on board; and  
 Indicate if oil spill response arrangements are in effect with a designated 

spill response organization for your port of destination. 
 

2        Bound for a U.S. port: 
 Indicate intention to transfer fuel and/or lube oil.  If yes, specify type / amount; 
 Indicate name of Washington State spill contingency plan; 
 Classification society of the vessel; and 
 Name and phone # of a 24 hour point of contact for vessel related concerns. 
 For voyages less than 24 hours, report prior to departure. Also report again 

if any ETA changes by more than 6 hours. 
 
3         Vessel MMSI (Maritime Mobile Service Identity) Number.  
 
4         Certificates:  
           ISM, if applicable, and if any issued to the vessel: 
           What is the Name of the Issuing Authority? 
           ISM Safety Management Certificate and Document of Compliance: 
           What are the dates of issue and dates of expiration? 

 
5          Ballast Water - If in-ballast, has your vessel: 
            Conducted open ocean ballast water exchange in accordance with the 
            destination Port requirements since your last port of call?  YES or NO 
            Implemented a Ballast Water Management Plan [Section 7.1 of IMO 
            Resolution A.868 (20)]?  YES or NO; and 
            Made required notification and reports to Canada/United States authorities as 
            applicable?  YES or NO 
 
 
 



NOTE: Ballast Water Notification/Reports required (before the vessel arrives in the first 
port of call) by one of the following methods:  
 
Bound for the United States: 
 USCG c/o Smithsonian.  Fax: 301-261-4319; or 
 Electronically report to the National Ballast Information Clearinghouse at 

http://invasions.si.edu/ballast.htm. Look for the  “Ballast Water Reporting Form” 
under “Site Map”; or 

 E-mail ballast@serc.si.edu.   
 

     Visit http://invasions.si.edu for information and updates. 
 
Bound for Canada: To Destination Port if: 
 Vancouver Port  FAX: 604-665-9099 
 Fraser Port  FAX: 604-524-1127  
 Nanaimo Port  FAX: 250-753-4899 

 
General Information: 
 
English Language: 
All communications with Tofino, Seattle, or Victoria Traffic must be made in clear, 
unbroken English.  At least one person capable of conducting two-way radio 
communications using the English language must be present on the bridge at all 
times within the CVTS reporting area. When language problems do arise, 
communications may be preceded by using message markers as found in the IMO 
Standard Marine Navigational Vocabulary (SMNV). 
 
Vessel Traffic Services: 
When inbound and crossing longitude 127 W, latitude 48 N, or within 50 NM of 
Vancouver Island, all vessels 20 meters or greater, including tug and tows, contact 
"Tofino Traffic" on VHF Channel 74.  Once under Tofino Traffic management, vessels 
will receive instructions on when to switch to new frequencies at Seattle Traffic 
(Channel 5A USA mode) and Victoria Traffic (Channel 11) zone boundaries. 
 
Channel 13 should be used for making passing arrangements and is Seattle Traffic’s 
secondary frequency. Within the Strait of Juan De Fuca vessels are encouraged to 
use 5A(USA mode) for making passing arrangements.  
 
Participation with Tofino, Seattle and Victoria Traffic is mandatory within Canadian 
and U.S. territorial waters.  The services, however, are available considerably further 
offshore, typically about 60 nautical miles.  Though participation seaward of 
Canadian and U.S. territorial waters is voluntary; vessels are strongly encouraged to 
participate to receive the full benefit of the available Vessel Traffic Services.  These 
benefits include traffic updates, warnings of vessel congestion or other hazardous 
conditions, and many other forms of transit assistance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
In Canada 
Superintendent 
Marine Communications and Traffic Services 
Canadian Coast Guard 
Institute of Ocean Sciences 
PO Box 6000 
Sidney, BC  V8L 4B2   
Canada  
 
Telephone:     250-363-8922 
Facsimile        250-363-8929 
 
mcts@pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
 

In the United States 
Commander (m)  
United States Coast Guard 
Thirteenth Coast Guard District 
915 Second Avenue, Suite 3506 
Seattle, WA  98174-1067                  
U.S.A. 
  
Telephone:    (206) 220-7210 
Facsimile:      (206) 220-7225  
 


